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MID-COLONIAL DISTRICT – INSTITUE OF TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERS  Lancaster, PA April 16, 2026



About us

The Reading Area Transportation Study (RATS) is the 

Metropolitan Planning Organization for all of Berks County. 

 Area- 864 Square Miles

 72 Municipalities

 County Seat – City of Reading

 County Population – 439,117 (2024 ACS)

 Urban Area Population – 283,546 (2024 ACS)

• We are a designated as a Transportation Management Area
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• Berks County Planning Commission – 

 16 Total Employees

• 5 of those with Primary Responsibility for 

Transportation Planning / MPO Activities 

including in-house traffic modeling and 

traffic counting

     (Combined experience -  139 Years!!!!)



About us

Berks County has a dense 

urban core surrounded by 

suburban development 

extending along US 

Routes 222 and 422, and 

PA Routes 61 and 100.

The majority of the county 

is rural and predominantly 

farmlands and forest.
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Schuylkill River Passenger Rail Authority

• Created by Berks, Chester and Montgomery 

Counties in 2022

• Restore passenger rail service between Reading 

and Philadelphia with a potential extension to New 

York City with anticipated Amtrak operator

• Currently participating in the FRA Intercity Rail 

Corridor Identification and Development Program

• Completed Phase 1 and awaiting approval to enter 

Phase 2

South Central Transit Authority / BARTA Division

• Serves City of Reading, 17 Boroughs and 15 

Townships

• Carries approximately 2.2 million passengers 

annually

• 50 buses operating on 19 routes

• Special Services Operations provided 176K 

paratransit trips in 2025 for Shared Ride, ADA, and 

MATP
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Reserved for Active 

Transportation Plan 

Update beginning  

Fall, 2026
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LRTP GOALSFFY 2027-2050 Long Range Transportation Plan
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Transportation Demand Management Partner



LINKS:
Berks County Planning Commission – 

www.berkspa.gov/departments/planning-commission 

Reading Area Transportation Study (Reading MPO) –

www.berkspa.gov/departments/planning-commission/transportation-reading-mpo

Draft FFY 2027-2050 Long Range Transportation Plan – 

www.berkspa.gov/departments/planning-commission/transportation-reading-mpo/plans-and-

programs/draft-plan-elements 

Draft FFY 2027- 2030 Transportation Improvement Program –

www.berkspa.gov/departments/planning-commission/transportation-reading-mpo/plans-and-

programs/ffy-2027-2030-transportation-improvement-program 

2025 Congestion Management Process – 

https://www.berkspa.gov/departments/planning-commission/transportation-reading-mpo/plans-and-

programs/congestion-management-process 

RATS 2020-2024 Traffic Safety Report  / RATS Pavement and Bridge Condition Report 2020-2024 –

https://www.berkspa.gov/departments/planning-commission/transportation-reading-mpo/plans-and-

programs/rats-system-reports

Eastern Pennsylvania Freight Infrastructure Plan –

https://www.berkspa.gov/departments/planning-commission/transportation-reading-mpo/plans-and-

programs/eastern-pennsylvania-freight-infrastructure-plan
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Thank you Alan Piper

Senior Transportation Planner

Berks County Planning Commission

Reading MPO

apiper@berkpa.gov

(610) 478-6300

www.berkspa.gov/planning

mailto:apiper@berkpa.gov
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