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Work Zone Final Rule 

• The FHWA amended its regulations (23 CFR Part 630) 
that govern traffic safety and mobility in work zones in 
December 2024

• Builds on the 2007 and 2008 Final Rule
• Focus on implementing work zones to prioritize worker 

and motorist safety while minimizing travel disruptions.
• Subpart K - Temporary Traffic Control Devices discusses 

positive protection requirements

Federal Register Docket No. FHWA-2022-0017

Subpart K - Temporary Traffic Control Devices Overview

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/01/2024-25065/work-zone-safety-and-mobility-and-temporary-traffic-control-devices


Policy & Procedures for work zone safety management
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SHALL

Subpart K - Temporary Traffic Control Devices Overview

Requires a Transportation Management Plan (TMP) for all Federal-aid 
projects

1

3

Address the use of Positive  Protection Devices

5

Address the use Other Traffic Control Measures4

Address the use of Exposure Control Measures

2

Be based on an Engineering Study

Address safe entry/exit of work vehicles onto/from the travel lanes

6 Address the use of uniformed law enforcement
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Include the appropriate pay item provisions for implementing 
the project Transportation Management Plan (TMP) in plans, 
specifications and estimates

8

9 Develop and implement quality guidelines for adequacy of the 
temporary traffic control devices for the duration of the project

2025

10
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At a minimum, the agency SHALL use positive protection devices in work zones 
with high anticipated operating speeds that provide workers no means of 
escape from motorized traffic unless an engineering study determines 
otherwise. Positive protection devices SHALL be considered in other situations 
that place workers at increased risk.

Positive Protection Policy
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Positive Protection Devices in Work Zones 

COMPLIANCE DATES
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1) Develop Policy by 
December 31, 2025

2) Implement policy on 
projects scheduled for 
construction on or after 
December 31, 2026
• Includes new projects and 

existing projects still in 
construction at this time 



SHA Positive Protection Policy
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• Replaces 2008 Temporary Traffic Barrier Policy 
• Aligns SHA requirements with 23 CFR Part 630 Subpart K 
• Reinforces SHA commitment to: 

oWorker safety 
oRoad user safety 
oConsistent work zone protection practices 



• High Speed

Examples: Temporary Traffic Barrier, W-beam Traffic Barrier, 
Moveable Barrier, Mobile Barrier, Protection Vehicle.

• Positive Protection Devices - Use FHWA Rulemaking Definition:
-  “Devices that contain or redirect vehicles 

and meet applicable industry 
crashworthiness evaluation criteria. “

- Use posted speed of 45 MPH or greater as the threshold.

-  Based on current Standards and Guidelines

Maryland Definitions
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No Escape Path Examples:
Tunnels, retaining walls, bridge abutment, guardrail, or long, 
steep slope.

- A clear, open escape area where no physical barrier or 
significant drop-off prevents a highway worker from 
safely moving out of the path of an intruding vehicle…?

- Based on Engineering Judgement

• Escape for Workers

Maryland Definitions
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1. Highways (Speed Limit ≥ 45 mph) 
    a.  Positive protection devices are required for any work 

duration when any of the following conditions apply:
• No safe worker escape route
• Work on roadway / shoulder
• Work within 15 ft of open lane
• Unprotected hazards in clear zone

b.  Temporary traffic barrier shall be used when: 
• Work lasts 2+ weeks
• Work limits unchanged

9

Positive Protection Devices in Work Zones 



Positive Protection Devices in Work Zones 
2. Expressway/Freeway (Speed Limit ≥ 45 mph) 
Additional Requirements:
a. If work is in the travel lane:

• Full closure should be considered first.
• If full closure is not feasible, temporary traffic barriers shall be 

used as positive protection.

b. If work is on the shoulder or within 15 feet of an open travel lane:
• Temporary traffic barriers shall be used as positive protection
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Supplementary Positive Protection Assessment

• Positive protection should also be considered when workers face 
increased risk due to:
o Project scope and duration
o Traffic volume / speed / vehicle mix
o Worker proximity to traffic
o Type of work activity
o Time of day / night work
o Road geometry / sight distance
o Workspace restrictions / access limitations

11



Additional Risk Reduction Measures

• Exposure Control Measures
o Full / Partial Road Closures 
o Detours / Diversions 
o Ramp Closures 
o Night / Off-Peak Work 
o Buffer Lanes 
o Accelerated Construction / Phasing 

• Other Traffic Control Measures
o Additional Signing / CMS 
o Law Enforcement / Speed Cameras 
o Intrusion Alarms 
o Portable Rumble Strips 
o ITS Devices / Speed Display Trailers
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Positive Protection Exception Process

• If positive protection is required but not feasible:
o Engineering study required
o Complete Exception Form
o District Office approval required
o Forward to Central Design Office – Office of Traffic and Safety
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Positive Protection Blanket Exceptions

• Short Duration Projects
o A single shoulder/lane closure
o Off-peak hours
o Protection vehicle(s)
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EXAMPLE PROJECT TYPES



On-going Efforts
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• Utilization of Protection Vehicles 
(PV)
• Revise the current mandatory use posted 

speed limit  threshold from 55 MPH to 45 
MPH

• Use of additional PVs when there is a 
safety concern

DRAFT UNDER REVISION
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• Revise Protection Vehicles 
(PV) Related Specifications

• Update speed 
threshold

• Use of Additional PVs 
for safety 

On-going Efforts
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THANK YOU!

For Questions Contact:
Lili Liang, P.E. PTOE,PTP
Deputy Director
Office of Traffic and Safety
Email: lliang1@mdot.maryland.gov

Maryland State Highway Administration
Office of Traffic and Safety

Federal Register Docket No. FHWA-2022-0017
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/01/2024-25065/work-zone-safety-and-mobility-and-temporary-traffic-control-devices

mailto:lliang1@mdot.maryland.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/11/01/2024-25065/work-zone-safety-and-mobility-and-temporary-traffic-control-devices
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